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MASKS 
 

SCRIPTURE 

1 Corinthians 3:15 

“Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you thinks he is wise by the 

standards of this age, he should become a “fool”, so that he may         

become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight.”   



OPENING WORDS OF WELCOME  

AND INTRODUCTION TO OUR THEME OF 

MASKS 

Dear friends, 

As we draw near to each other in a spirit 

of Chris-an friendship and share in our 

What’s App Sunday Service, I extend a 

very warm word of welcome to each and 

every one of you. 

At this par-cular -me, perhaps more than 

ever, all of us are very much aware of the 

need to cover our nose and mouth with a 

MASK to protect ourselves and others as a 

result of the dreadful Covid-19 pandemic 

that is sweeping across the globe. 

It seems strange, perhaps at -mes rather uncomfortable and awkward 

(especially when you wear glasses too and they get all misted up!) but  I       

believe a li5le bit of washing liquid solves this problem! Yet, surely, such 

a -ny measure of awkwardness is a small price to pay to keep all of us 

as safe as possible.  

It’s amazing how others have risen to the challenge of easing the    

strangeness of wearing a mask by crea-ng wonderfully colourful cloth 

masks, that almost makes them rather fashionable! Although as you can 

see, I tend to wear the disposable ones. 

Whether the MASK you wear is paper or cloth, we pray it’s a “fashion 

accessory” that doesn’t have to last longer than absolutely  necessary. 

In the mean-me the wearing of a MASK is mandatory in many places—

including the church building when it reopens—and therefore the  

wearing of masks is something we all have to adapt too.  We                

understand why we need to wear the MASK and are happy to comply. 



OPENING PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER 
 

God of grace and God of glory 

how awesome you are, 

beyond our greatest imagining 

yet closer to us than the fresh air we breathe. 

You know us, O God, and we cannot hide from you. 

But in our lives, gracious God, 

we o<en mask many things; 

 old hurts that never seem to heal, 

 pain that will not go away, 

 mistakes that linger in the mind, 

 bad habits and wrong behaviour that blur your image in us. 

Help us, gracious God, to acknowledge the things we mask in our lives 

and to surrender them to you. 

The Bible reminds us, dear God, that there are things we must not put a 

mask on, and one of those things is scripture. 

Help us, O God, to read scripture as it is and not as we want it to be. 

Help us to live out our faith as your Word teaches us it should be. 

Forgive us when we put a mask over those aspects of scripture that 

challenge our behaviour or instruct us to change our ways. 

Let this day be a day of unveiling, unmasking, a day or revela-on, 

a day on which these old words ring true: 

Day by day, dear Lord, three things we pray: 

To see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, follow thee more     

nearly, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray,     

saying, Our Father...Amen. 



 

HYMN: CH4: 192 
 

All my hope on God is founded, all my trust he will renew 

Safe through change and chance he guides me, only good and only true 

God unknown, he alone, calls my heart to be his own 

 

Human pride and earthly glory, sword and crown betray God’s trust 

Though with care and toil he build them, tower and temple fall to dust. 

But God’s power, hour by hour, is my temple and my tower 

 

God’s great goodness lasts for ever, deep his wisdom passing thought 

Splendour, light, and life a5end him, beauty springing out of naught. 

Evermore, from his store, new-born worlds rise and adore 

 

Day by day the mighty Giver, showers gi<s on us below  

His desire our souls delight in, pleasure leads us where we go. 

See love stand, at his hand, joy awaits at his command. 

 

S-ll from earth to God in heaven, sacrifice of praise be done 

High above all praises praising for the gi< of Christ his Son. 

Hear Christ call, one and all, those who follow shall not fall.  

 

      Robert bridges (1844-1930) 

      Based on Joachim Neander (1650-1680) 



 

BIBLICAL QUESTION TIME 

Which Biblical character wore a mask to protect others? 

The answer is found in the Old Testament. 

Let’s hear the story. 
 

SCRIPTURE 

Exodus 34: 29-35  

The Radiant Face of Moses 
 

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the 

Tes-mony in his hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant       

because he had spoken with the Lord. When Aaron and all the  Israelites 

saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they were afraid to come near him. 

But Moses called to them; so Aaron and all the leaders of the community 

came back to him, and he spoke to them. A<erwards all the Israelites 

came near him, and he gave them all the commandments the Lord had 

given him on Mount Sinai. 

When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil  or mask (priest’s 

mask) over his shining face. But whenever he entered the Lord’s        

presence to speak with him, he removed the veil un-l he came out. And 

when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been                

commanded, they saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses would put 

the veil back over his face un-l he went in to speak with the Lord. 
 

 

Exodus 35: 1-2a   

Moses assembled the whole Israelite community and said to them; 

“These are the things the Lord has commanded you to do. For six days, 

work is to be done, but the seventh day shall be your holy day, a Sabbath 

of rest to the Lord.” 

 



 

MASKS/ VEILS 

Finding references to “Masks” in scripture can prove rather difficult and 

the nearest we find might well relate more to veils. Admi5edly, a  veil   

covers the whole face, whereas a mask covers only part of face , but 

they s-ll form part of a shared  image. 
 

THE IMAGE OF CONCEALMENT 

Veils, masks, conceal something, usually something sacred but        

some-mes something shameful. 

In many instances the veiled face (masked face) is a strongly posi�ve    

image. The veil becomes an image of the  sacred (the influence of God) 

in the case of Moses face, which shone so brightly  a<er his mee-ng 

with God that he had to veil/mask his face as he moved about the    

community.  In a similar vein, we find references to “brides - to - be” 

who keep their faces veiled un-l marriage. Perhaps modesty is also part 

of the meaning here!  

The veil or curtain was also an image of the sacred in the synagogue and 

temple. In fact, only the high priest could go beyond the veil, and he did 

so only on the day of Atonement. 

Finally the curtain is torn, the veil is li<ed, the mask is removed, at 

Christ’s crucifixion. Nothing now inhibits the believer’s access to God. 

Believers can behold the “glory of God with unveiled face”  

However, as an image of concealment, the veil (mask) also has the     

nega�ve meaning of a mind that is cut off from the truth . 

You will have heard people say, “You are veiling the truth” or “You are in 

danger of masking the truth) 

Paul pictures the unbelieving mind as having a veil over it, and the     

gospel as being veiled to people who disbelieve it.   

What kind of mask are we wearing? 

Are we veiling the glory of the sacred or masking something shameful? 



 

HYMN: CH4: 
 

To God be the glory, great things he has done! 

So loved he the world that he gave us his Son 

Who yielded his life an atonement for sin 

And opened the life-gate that all may go in 

 Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord 

 Let the earth hear his voice 

 Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

 Let the people rejoice 

 Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the Son 

 And give him the glory! Great things he has done! 

 

O perfect redemp-on, the purchase of blood 

To every believer the promise of God 

For every offender who truly believes 

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives 

 

Great things he has taught us, great things he has done 

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son 

But purer, and higher, and greater will be 

Our joy and our wonder, when Jesus we see 

 

  Frances (Fanny) Jane Crosby (1820-1915) 



 



There’s a �me to wear a mask and a �me to remove the mask! 
 

Just now we need to wear a mask for protec-ve reasons but it seems to 

me that there are people who wear “masks” perhaps for their own 

“protec-ve reasons” in the sense that we don’t really get acquainted 

with them. Because of the “masks” they wear or others place upon 

them, we don’t really know who they truly are. Their true nature is    

concealed, covered up, hidden behind the mask they wear. 

Stripped of their Masks 

I can think of at least two characters in the Bible who were stripped of 

their masks by Jesus. We read about them both in the New Testament. 

The first character is Zacchaeus and the second character is Nicodemus. 

People had their own opinions of these characters.  

Zacchaeus was a Tax Collector and was in for a rough ride right from the 

very  beginning. 

Nicodemus was a Pharisee, a member of a religio-poli-cal party. He 

moved with the upper echelons which masked his true character.  



SCRIPTURE 

Luke 19: 1-9 

Jesus and Zacchaeus 

Jesus went on into Jericho and was passing through. There was a chief 

tax collector there named Zacchaeus, who was rich. He was trying to 

see who Jesus was, but he was a li5le man and could not see Jesus      

because of the crowd. So he ran ahead of the crowd and climbed a         

sycomore tree to see Jesus, who was going to pass that way. When Je-

sus came he looked up and said, to Zacchaeus, ‘Hurry down Zacchaeus, 

because I must stay in your house today.’ 

Zacchaeus hurried down and welcomes him with great joy. All the peo-

ple who saw it started grumbling. ‘This man has gone as a guest to the 

home of a sinner!’ 

Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, ‘Listen, sir! I will give half my 

belongings to the poor, and if I have cheated anyone, I will pay him 

back four -mes as much.’ 

Jesus said to him, ‘Salva-on has come to this house today, for this man, 

also, is a descendant of Abraham. The Son of Man came to seek and to 

save the lost.” 

 

A THOUGHT TO PONDER 

In many ways, the true nature of Zacchaeus was masked behind the job 

-tle he held. Jesus allowed his true nature to shine through and           

salva-on came to his house that day because Zacchaeus accepted Jesus 

as his Saviour and Lord. Zacchaeus looked at himself and declared that 

“if he had cheated anyone’ he would make amends.  

I wonder if the masks of hypocrisy were li<ed from the faces of the 

crowd! They grumbled and called Zachaeus a sinner but did they realise 

that they were sinners too? Jesus sees behind the masks we wear. 



SCRIPTURE 

John 3: 1-10 

Jesus and Nicodemus 

There was a Jewish leader named Nicodemus, who belonged to the par-

ty of the Pharisees. One night he went to Jesus and said to him, ‘Rabbi, 

we know that you are a teacher sent by God. No one could perform the 

miracles you are doing unless God were with him.’ 

Jesus answered, ‘I am telling you the truth; no one can see the kingdom 

of God unless he is born again.’ 

‘How can a grown man be born again?  Nicodemus asked, ‘He certainly 

cannot enter his mother’s womb and be born a second -me.’ 

‘I am telling you the truth,’ replied Jesus. ‘no one can enter the Kingdom 

of God unless he is born of water  and of the Spirit. A person is born 

physically of human parents, but he is born spiritually of the Spirit. Do 

not be surprised because I tell you that you must all be born again.’ 

‘How can this be? Asked Nicodemus. 

Jesus answered, ‘You are a great teacher in Israel, and you don’t know 

this?’ 
 

A THOUGHT TO PONDER  

Just like Zacchaues, Nicodemus, who was a man of faith, was masking 

his true nature behind the religio-poli-cal party he was a member of.  

Jesus could see deep into the heart of Nicodemus. Jesus could see      

behind the mask Nicodemus wore. Jesus knew that Nicodemus was, 

again like Zacchaues, really searching his heart, exploring his faith and 

wan-ng to discover more about Jesus. To remove what was masking his 

faith, Nicodemus would have to be ‘born again, that is born spiritually of 

water and of the Spirit.’  He would need to be bap-sed in the name of 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and confess Jesus as Lord. 



 

 

Story, talk, 

 from Barbara  

on theme  

of masks 



 

Clips, pictures of 

What’s App  

members  

wearing their 

face  

Covering/masks 



 

FOR THE CHIKDREN 

Who might wear the following masks? 

 

 



FOR THE CHILDREN CONTINUED 
 

The Masks you were looking at would have been worn by the following 

people: 
 

1. Spiderman 

2. A Robber 

3. A Performing Arts Person 

4.  An Egyp-an Pharaoh 

5. A clown 

6. Zoro 

7. The Phantom of the Opera 

8. Chinese New Year Mask 

9. An Anglo Saxon Warrior 
 

O<en children like to dress up wearing animal masks or the masks of 

their superheroes, like Spiderman or cat woman.  Halloween is also a 

-me when children like to dress up and perhaps wear a mask as part of 

their Halloween costume.  

Wearing a mask can be fun and it can help us relate to characters we 

read about in storybooks.   

But we need to be careful too. 

Some people pretend to be what they are not and not to be what they 

are.  They say nice things to people to their faces and nasty things       

behind their backs. They pretend to be friendly and kind, but                

underneath they’re just as mean and nasty as can be. They try to hide 

behind masks. 

We must be sure that we do not go through life pretending to be what 

we are not, instead of being who God wants us to be. 



 

PRAYER 

 

Lord God, 

as we cover part of our faces with masks,  

to protect us, 

do not let us ever put a mask on our hearts. 

Do not let us  veil or hide the true characteris-cs  

and quali-es of a good Chris-an life. 

Let there be honesty in everything we say and do. 

Let there be sincerity in ever kind deed we undertake 

Let our integrity shine like a beacon  

in the midst of the world’s dark ways. 

Lord God, let there be nothing that is false in our lives. 

Give us the boldness we need,  

the courage we need  

and the trust we need 

to wear our Chris-an faith  

not just on our sleeves but in our hearts, 

so that others might come to see  

the glory of your Word  

and the joy of your presence  

in their lives too. 

Amen. 

 



HYMN: CH3: 448 

 

Just as I am, thine own to be 

Friend of the young, who lovest me 

To consecrate myself to thee 

O Jesus Christ, I come 

 

In the glad morning of my day 

My life to give, my vows to pay 

With no reserve and no delay 

With all my heart I come 

 

I would live ever in the light 

I would work ever for the right 

I would serve thee with all my might 

Therefore to thee I come 

 

Just as I am, young, strong and free 

To be the best that I can be 

For truth, and righteousness, and thee 

Lord of my life, I come 

 

  Marianne Farningham  (1834-1909) 



 

 

Story about a liEle lad  

called Roberto  

who hid behind a mask. 

Told by 

the Minister 



 

 

HYMN/POEM FOR CHILDREN 

CH4: 145 

Wri5en by Bernade5e Farrell (b.1957) 

 

 

GOD MADE ME 
 

God made me as I am, 

Part of crea-on’s plan 

No one else can ever be 

The part of God’s plan that’s me 

 

Wri5en by Bernade5e Farrell (b.1957) 

 

 

 



PRAYER 

Our thoughts and prayers, O Lord, 

Are very much with those who are finding these days, difficult days. 

We pray for those who have become so housebound that they are now 

too frightened to go outside.  

Help us, Lord, to understand their anxiety and speak your Word of hope              

reassuringly to them. 

We pray for those whose lives have been turned upside down by the 

tragic death of a dearly loved one and who are struggling to come to 

terms with such a major loss and change in their lives. 

Help us, Lord, to understand the depth of their sorrow and speak your 

Word of comfort tenderly to them. 

We pray for those who are masking the hidden anxiety they are feeling,   

knowing their job will be no more and their sense of security deeply 

threatened. 

Help us, Lord, to understand  their concerns and speak your Word of  

pa-ence gently to them. 

We pray for those who see no light at the end of a long dark tunnel. 

Help us, Lord, to understand their darkness and speak your Word of 

peace kindly to them  

And we pray for those who are working -relessly to bring hope,  

comfort, pa-ence and peace into the lives of those they are caring for. 

Help us, Lord, to speak your word of reassurance to each of them. 

Amen   



 

HYMN/ POEM 

 CH4:  271 

 

Loving God, you see us here, 

know our names and who we are 

Though we never have seen you 

we believe you are here 

 

Loving God, you hear our prayer, 

for all those in need to day. 

Show us how we can help you 

help us do what we can 

 

Loving God, you stay with us 

wide awake and when we sleep. 

Thank you for every moment, 

thank you for your great care. 

 

    L.A Person and G. Strandsjo 

    Translated Leif Nahnfeldt 

 



 

 

BLESSING 

 

Blessed are they whose ways are blameless 

who walk according to the law of the Lord 

Blessed are they who keep God’s commandments 

and seek him with all their heart 

Blessed are they who do not mask the word of scripture  

or the example of Jesus Christ our Lord 

Blessed are they who do not veil the power and presence  

of the Holy Spirit 

Blessed are they indeed 

for they shall receive the blessings of 

God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

this day and every day 

Amen. 

 


